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Editorial: Trump must testify 


Kokomo Tribune Editorial Board 

Thursday was James Comey day in America. All eyes were on Washington, 
D.C. as the now former FBI director appeared before the Senate 
Intelligence Committee to address the fog of questions raised by his recent 
firing by President Donald Trump. From the start, he didn’t mince words. 
He called Trump a liar multiple times. He reiterated his contemporaneous 
memos, including one stating the president dismissed everyone else in the 
Oval Office on Feb. 14 before telling him, “I hope you can see your way 
clear to letting this go,” in reference to the investigation surrounding 


former national security adviser Michael Flynn. 


But, before he did all that, he did something very important. After some 
introductory remarks, the committee’s chair, Republican North Carolina 
Sen. Richard Burr, rose to his feet along with Comey and asked him to raise 


his right hand. 


“Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 


the truth, so help you God?” asked Burr. 


“I do,” replied Comey. 


This was significant because if it was, in fact, Comey who was lying, any 


false statements would open him up to perjury charges. 


The following day, during a press conference in the Rose Garden, Trump 
accused Comey of peddling falsehoods. Trump was asked if he would do 


what Comey did and testify under oath. 


“One hundred percent,” he said. “I would be glad to tell [Robert Mueller, 


special counsel,] exactly what I told you.” 


We can’t imagine Trump, or his lawyer, has any intention of fulfilling this 
wild promise. There’s really no upside for them if they do. The president has 
a, shall we say, tumultuous relationship with the truth. Without being sworn 
in, any falsehood uttered has only potential political consequences. Make 
the same statement under oath, though, and criminal penalties come into 


play. 


Still, we shouldn’t let this go. Whatever Comey’s flaws, he took the legal 
plunge. If Trump insists on sticking with his story, he should have no 
problem doing the same. This is one pledge Trump should be made to 


honor. 


